
24 Feb King expressed disappointment that the MIA “requested support from some of our 
Chicago leaders and did not [rereceive] an answer or support. ”’ A day after Kings 
arrest, Carey asks how he and others in  the North can assist the bus boycott. 
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Reverend M. L. King, Jr. 
309 Jackson 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Brother King: 

I have watched with intense interest and admiration the performance of Ne- 
gro-Americans in the Montgomery bus strike. I certainly want to salute your own 
magnificent leadership in it. Be comforted by knowing that there are tens of 
thousands who are giving you their support and their prayers. May God bless and 
keep you through these trying hours. 

Now, I would like to know what we, particularly in the North, can do to help. I 
have thought of taking a collection at Quinn Chapel and perhaps stimulating 
some others around here to raise money. On the other hand, I do not wish to do 
anything that would in any way jeopardize or upset your own program. I know 
the damage that could be done to your cause by any proof that your effort was 
either being financed by northern money or directed by outside influence. That 
is why I am consulting you first. 

If you will kindly indicate to me that it’s all right, I will take such an offering 
and I will send it directly to you for you to use in any way you, personally, see fit. 
I saw your father in Atlanta (I think it was) a few weeks ago but it was before all 
of this business had developed. Again, God bless you and let me know what either 
I or others that I may contact may do to help you. 

Very sincerely, 

AJC:gt 

Kind regards to your wife and little one. 

TLc. ATC-ICHi: Box 27. 

1 .  Quoted in Frances Jett, Proceedings of the Montgomery, Alabama Bus Boycott Conference, 
13 February 1956. See also King to Carey, 27 December 1955, pp. 93-95 in this volume. 

From William D. Jones 

24 February 1956 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Jones, a student at Miles College in  Birmingham, sends a telegram to King 
announcing his participation in  Montgomery’s Prayer and Pilgrimage Day. The MIA 
designated 24 February as a day for car owners and carpoolers to walk to work in  
solidarity with those protesters who walked every day. 140 
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REV M L KING 

DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH MONTGOMERY ALA 

I LIVE IN BIRMINGHAM BUT I AM GOING TO WALK THE 20 MILES ROUND TRIP FROM M Y  HOME 

TO SCHOOL WITH THE PEOPLE OF MONTGOMERY. CONTINUE THE FIGHT. DON’T GIVE UP 

BECAUSE WE ARE WITH YOU 

WILLIAM D JONES 

PWSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 60A. 

From Wade H. McKinney 

24 February 1 9 5 6  

Cleveland, Ohio 

McKinney, a family friend and pastor of Antioch Baptist Church, offers$nancial 
support to the bus boycotters and invites King to preach the Youth Day service at his 
church.’ On zg February King thanked McKinney for thefinancial contribution but 
declined the invitation because of scheduling conflicts. 

Rev. M. L. King Jr. 
309 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Dear Rev. King: 

I am sending you this letter for two main reasons. First, to extend to you and 
the other ministers of Montgomery my sincere congratulations for the Christ-like 
manner {with] which you are conducting the protest against the social injustices 
of your city. Further, I have seen you at least three times on television and was 
deeply moved by your courage, composure, and profound analyses about the 
significance of the fight in which you are engaged. 

Among the many things of which I am sure are these: 
I .  Prayer changes things. 
2 .  Money talks. 
You have my prayers, but how can we get some money to you without violating 

the laws of your state? Should it come directly to you or should we send it to the 
Yew York office of the NAACP? Kindly let me know by return mail.2 

24 Feb 
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I. Wade Hampton McKinney (1892-1963), born in White County, Georgia, graduated from More- 
house College (1920) and Colgate-Rochester Theological Seminary (1923). In 1913 he became pastor 
of Mount Olive Baptist Church in Flint, Michigan, though he left after five years to become pastor of 
Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, where he served until his death. He also served as presi- 
dent of the Cleveland Baptist Association and the Cuyahoga Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance. 

I. On 26 February 1956 McKinney wired King with the news that his church had raised “more than 
$631 for your [cause]” and asked once again for instructions. 141 
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